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UK degrees by subject 
 
Degrees awarded by subject and level in the United Kingdom 

All undergraduate 
(first degree & other) 

All postgraduate (excl. 
doctorate) 

Doctorate Subject 

Persons Per cent Persons Per cent Persons Per cent 
 
Medicine & dentistry 
 

7,110 1.7 2,920 1.8 1,530 10.0

Subjects allied to 
medicine 

65,485 15.8 8,295 5.0 880 5.8

Biological sciences 
 

29,540 7.1 5,650 3.4 2,415 15.8

Veterinary science 
 

675 0.2 70 0.0 60 0.4

Agriculture & related 
 

3,650 0.9 1,015 0.6 260 1.7

Physical sciences 
 

13,315 3.2 3,865 2.3 2,280 14.9

Mathematical sciences 6,250 1.5 1,225 0.7 415 2.7
Computer science 
 

27,715 6.7 8,660 5.2 470 3.1

Engineering & 
technology 
 

24,630 6.0 8,895 5.3 2,040 13.4

Architecture, building & 
planning 

9,170 2.2 4,005 2.4 185 1.2

Social studies 
 

43,315 10.5 13,560 8.1 1,255 8.2

Law 
 

14,185 3.4 12,590 7.5 195 1.3

Business & admin studies 55,610 13.4 37,480 22.5 545 3.6
Mass communications & 
documentation 

9,080 2.2 3,990 2.4 80 0.5

Languages 
 

23,795 5.8 5,055 3.0 840 5.5

Historical & 
philosophical studies 

17,665 4.3 4,105 2.5 885 5.8

Creative arts & design 33,120 8.0 5,560 3.3 245 1.6
Education 
 

20,025 4.8 38,235 22.9 605 4.0

Combined 
 

9,230 2.2 1,665 1.0 75 0.5

Total 413,565 100 166,840 100 15,260 100
 Source: HESA 2003/4 
 



 

Science & Engineering degrees, 2001 
The United Kingdom has the highest proportion of graduates qualifying in sciences, engineering, 
manufacturing and construction subjects of all G7 countries 
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 Source: Comparative Indicators of Education in the United States and Other G8 countries  
2004, National Centre for Education Statistics 
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